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Faculty: Then and Now
by Dylan Russe�l '17

The years have come and gone, but one thing remains the same—dedicated faculty teaching future public servants how 
to create lasting change in their communities. From organizational theory to capital budgeting, our students continue to 
learn how to effect and inspire change. Have a look back at past professors who pioneered courses and inspired students 
during their time with the MPA program, and current professors teaching our online and on-campus students. While the 
curriculum has evolved, our faculty’s dedication to inspiring their students to be change agents has remained constant.

C A PI TA L BU DGET I NG CIT Y A ND COU N T Y M A NAGEMEN T

Jack Vogt
Faculty 1973–2006

Kara Millonzi Kurt John Jenne
Faculty 1985–2002

Kim Nelson

H U M A N R E SOU RC E S IN TERGOV ER NMEN TA L R EL ATIONS

Stephen Allred
Faculty 1986–2001

Leisha DeHart-Davis Deil Wright
Professor, Political Science 
Department, 1967–2002

Carl Stenberg

ORG A N I Z AT IONA L T H EORY

Gordon Whitaker
Professor, Political Science 
Department, 1973–1997

School of Government 
Faculty, 1997–2012

Willow Jacobson
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MPA Alumni Association—Focused on the Future

Your MPA alumni association board is 
poised for action in 2018. We’ve spent 
the last two years looking at how far 
the Carolina MPA program has come 
in its first 50 years, examining the role 
of the alumni association, and charting 
a course for its future. The evaluation 
process was characterized by spirited 
and thoughtful discussions about 
what has worked well and what needs 
to change so that we can better serve 
current and future alumni. 

We’re now fully focused on the future 
and it’s an exciting one! With the 
addition of our online format, our 
student demographics have changed 
a great deal. How we communicate 
with one another has also significantly 
changed. Any board should be closely 
connected to its constituents, but we 
wondered…are we really connected? 
Are we truly interacting with one 
another in meaningful ways? And, as 
alumni of the program, are we truly in 
touch with students and faculty?

Focusing on the future, we revisited 
the mission of the alumni association 
and its associated goals. After much 
discussion, we opted for simplicity. It 
now reads as follows:

The mission of the Carolina MPA 
alumni association is to advance 
and support public service leaders 
by maintaining and strengthening 
connections among alumni, 
students, and faculty.

To support this mission, we will 
focus our efforts on what I call 
MPA-C3: Connection, Collaboration, 
and Contribution. Your alumni 
association board adopted a 
working committee structure to 
bring these words to life. We look 
forward to working on your behalf to 
accomplish the following: 

• Facilitate connections with  
one another

• Ensure that collaboration among 
alumni, students, and faculty are 
mutually beneficial to all involved

• Make the giving of your time and 
resources as enriching for you as 
it is for the program 

To better focus our efforts, for 2018 
and 2019 we have adopted the theme 
Diversity and Inclusion, an important 
and timely issue.

I encourage you to contact any  
board member to share your  
thoughts and ideas.

Thank you,
Lib Wanner ’83

MPA-C3 Committees

CONNECTION COMMITTEE
Taylor Libby ’05 (co-chair)
Lib Wanner ’83 (co-chair)
Jennifer Fox (student)
Matt McKirahan (student)
Austin Rouse ’16
Leslie Scott ’89
Bill Stockard ’94
Susan Austin ’99 (staff lead)

COLLABORATION COMMITTEE
Catherine Clark ’99 (co-chair)
Safa Sajadi ’09 (co-chair)
Kyle Bromir (student)
Erin Eckert ’00
Johanna Foster ’05
Jake Levitas (student)
Katie Loovis ’00
Joe Moore ’05
Mike Silver ’15
Bill Rivenbark (staff lead)

CONTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
Jeff Richardson ’88 (co-chair)
Lee Worsley ’97 (co-chair)
Ben Durant ’88
Joy Jackson ’09
Ebony Perkins ’13
Austin Rouse ’16
Andy Willis ’94
Brandon Foster (staff lead)

Lib Wanner ’83
President, Carolina MPA Alumni  
Association Board
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Save the Date
A P R I L  6 ,  2 0 1 8

ALUMNI FORUM
UNC School of Government and The Carolina Inn

Last year, we celebrated our 50th anniversary and we’re 
excited to gather again as alumni and friends. 

This year’s Alumni Forum will include: 

Public Administration Career (PAC) Chats— 
presentations of innovative work being done by  
Carolina MPA alumni and students

Deil S. Wright Lecture—delivered by Dr. Alice Rivlin, 
founding director of the Congressional Budget Office and 
former director of the Office of Management and Budget 

Dean’s Dinner—an opportunity to spend time with fellow 
alumni over dinner at The Carolina Inn

Stay tuned for more details and to register. 
mpa.unc.edu/alumni-events

A P R I L  1 0 ,  2 0 1 8

CAROLINA GIVING DAY 
Interested in supporting the program by making a challenge 
or matching gift? Contact Brandon Foster. 

Connect with us on social media to learn more about this 
opportunity to spread the word about giving to Carolina MPA.

HAPPY HOUR HUBS 
We’re planning a year of events where 
you get to network with other Carolina 
MPA alumni. Stay tuned as we finalize 
our spring and summer schedule of 
Happy Hour Hubs.

If you would like to help  
organize a Happy Hour Hub in your 
community, contact Brandon Foster at 
foster@sog.unc.edu or 919.962.0426.

Carolina MPA

Happy 
     Hour 
Happy 
     Hour 

H U B

Visit our website 
mpa.unc.edu

@UNCMPA  
@MPAatUNC

CarolinaMPA 
MPAatUNC

Carolina MPA Alumni
Make a gift online 
GiveToMPA.unc.edu


